
1. What is ACEP?
ACEP stands for Approved Continuous Examination Program. An alternative to the Periodic Examination Scheme, the ACEP allows 
a more flexible plan to operators who demonstrate that each container will be inspected regularly as part of normal operations.  
ACEP numbers are issued by National Administrations (or their appointed representatives) to container owners and operators 
meeting certain requirements.  The regulations covering ACEP are found in the IMO Convention for Safe Containers (1972) and its 
amendments (2012 Edition), and are addressed by the IMO Sub-Committee on Dangerous Goods, Solid cargoes and Containers 
(DSC), under authority of the Maritime Safety Committee.

2. What is the new requirement?
Prior to 2010, ACEP’s had no expiration date. In 2010 the DSC decided that the ACEP should expire after 10 years (see IMO CSC.1/
Circ 138). Along with this change came the new requirement that National Administrations make lists of valid ACEP numbers 
publicly available.

3. Why a Global Database?
With the new requirement came a new challenge:  How to make the information readily accessible and truly available to the public 
if each and every country were to publish its own individual list somewhere on its own government website?  Most parties at the 
DSC agreed that another option was needed. The BIC volunteered to create a database to allow the posting of ACEP numbers on a 
single, global database, thus ensuring the information would be always available and easy to find.  

4. Why the BIC?
As a neutral, international NGO focused on the intermodal container industry, the BIC is the ideal organization to perform such a 
service on behalf of the IMO. Moreover, the BIC has the experience and infrastructure in place already, given its role since 1972 as 
the industry’s global container prefix registry – a service it performs under a mandate from the ISO and which is enforced by WCO 
Customs Conventions. The BIC was directed to proceed with a Pilot at the IMO DSC17 in September 2012.

5. Why is this important?
Safety:  In intermodal transportation containers are interchanged constantly: Carriers, terminals and truckers regularly accept 
containers belonging to many different parties – including operators that may be unfamiliar. Containers are bought, leased,  
sub-leased and moved on SOC basis. Knowing that each container is covered by a valid maintenance and repair plan with regular 
inspections is critical to guaranteeing the safety of shipboard and shore-side personnel, as well as the general public.

Operations: A Global Database allows for rapid consultation of ACEP Numbers and Operators to ensure an ACEP is valid – anywhere 
in the world. Moreover, the CSC allows a container operated by an operator with a valid ACEP Number to continue its current 
voyage, even if the ACEP number decal is missing from the container. Allowing control officers an easy way to verify validity 
eliminates potential delays.

6. What’s next and how can I get involved?
The pilot program is underway, with strong participation from numerous countries including the United States, Germany, France 
and Russia.  The Database can be consulted at www.bic-acep.org.  Results of the pilot will be presented to the IMO at the DSC18 
in September 2013. For more please contact the BIC at bic@bic-code.org
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A new IMO requirement: ACEP Visibility
A new BIC service: The Global ACEP Database 

•  Provides global visibility 
of valid ACEP’s – anytime, 
anywhere

•  Supports new IMO 
requirement that each 
country make its ACEP 
numbers publicly available

•  Allows operators to 
monitor upcoming audit 
and expiration dates – now 
required by the IMO 

•  Promotes safety and 
operational efficiency in  
the industry
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